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Traveling mercies

Thank you so much for your prayers as we 
travelled here! What a journey! Our Father 
watches over us and the Shepherd leads 
us - even if it’s along a cliff ’s edge, we’re 
safe where He leads. Being separated 
along our travels (due to untimely COVID 
test results) was very challenging - not our 
ideal entry. Nevertheless, we saw Him at 
work through these hurdles - causing us to 
reflect on our faith, and to consider the 
humanity of our fellow travellers: noticing 
the stories represented and on display in 
these places of transit.

- Our Russian learning.
We are thankful for a wonderful teacher! 

- Our school community. Last week, one of 
our drivers suffered a stroke and a security 
guard lost his mother.

- Our students who are still learning online 
because of travel restrictions.

- Us to find a place of 
worship to join.
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His provision!

We were so warmly welcomed here! Fellow 
teachers gifted us with many practical 
provisions (blankets on our beds, food in 
our fridge),  taught us how to get/use bus 
cards and taxis, and invited us over for 
dinner. Exploring various local attractions 
and authentic local foods (see next page) 
helped us adjust to jet lag and begin to get 
a feel for our new stomping grounds.

He gives the gift of laughter!

It has been wonderful to be at school with 
our students, to see their excitement to 
see their classmates for the first time since 
March, to look over their shoulders as they 
work out math problems, and more often 
than not, to laugh together.

Laughter is a big part of our life these days! 
We laugh as we mis-pronounce the 
Russian words we are working hard to 
learn, as we search the aisles for familiar 
foods, and accidentally buy hot sauce 
instead of pasta sauce! A week ago, we 
took a taxi to go get groceries, and in our 
shaky Russian, we asked the driver 

to which he replied “нет” (no) and with a 
laugh and a smile, he promptly reached for 
the radio to turn up the volume.

Pray for… 

“вы понимаете по-английски?” 
(do you understand English) 
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At this point Ian’s COVID test has 
not arrived - hoping to obtain a 

boarding pass in Boston regardless
Ian’s first day here we went to 

beautiful lake (above) and a 
fish farm (below) with other 
teachers and their families. 

Day 2: Out for a walk 
along the canal that runs 

by our apartment.

Fried trout for lunch and 
a local dish (Plov with 

horse meat) for supper!

A sunset view from our apartment.



Above: ice skating with a co-teacher.

Right: looking south from our bedroom 
window.  We love to see the mountains!

Below: standing outside our apartment on 
the first day of school waiting for our ride! 

We went to Yamaha and got a guitar! 
Ian testing out some teaching demos/tasks.


