
 O R L I N G S’       June, 2020 
Dear Praying Friends and Family, 

 

Gree�ngs from a distance! We are thankful for good 

health and well-being, and trust that you all are keeping 

well. We thank the Lord for our life here, for wonderful 

friends and meaningful ac�vi�es, and enjoying garden-

ing together. Andy helped at the severe weather shelter 

this winter, lends a hand wherever it might be needed. 

 I have also been transla�ng COVID-related material for 

Translators Without Borders. We had hoped to visit  

Nigeria this month, but that will not be possible. We 

miss them all, but are thankful for social media and 

phones so that we can keep in contact from a distance. 

We certainly miss not being able to visit our children 

and grandchildren, but are very thankful for technologi-

cal connec�ons and opportuni�es to meet Sara and the children at the border where the roads are in close 

proximity; we each bring our own tea supplies and enjoy each other’s company with the border in between 

us—keeping us at a physical distance. 

 

On Ascension Day and Pentecost we celebrate that Christ has abrogated the distance between God and his 

people. And we celebrate that his Spirit in us also does away with the distance between us. 

We thank you again for all your prayerful support over the distance of so many miles and years. 

  

In the northern part of Nigeria, women are becoming increasingly aware of the “distance” between the general 

way women are oppressed in their tradi�onal culture and the way Chris�an women are treated—so much so 

that they are willing to risk the ire and rejec�on of their families in order to “join” the Chris�ans. We thank  the 

Lord that they see the difference! However, running away from abuse does not necessarily translate into run-

ning toward Christ. Thank the Lord for generous believers who risk their own safety to help. Some of these 

women learn to know Christ in discipleship homes. But for some, the absence of their ideal of instant material 

comfort, no longer having the iden�ty of being wife and mother in a community , and lack of healing from  

abuse means they feel lost and begin to look for security in very unsafe places. Please pray that as the Spirit 

begins to work in their lives, he will also bring them to finding their security in Christ. Pray for those who coun-

sel and disciple such seekers. 

 

Evangelist A is a faithful mentor to our young Evangelist S, visi�ng him in his place of work at least once a 

month—listening, counselling, teaching. Now under Covid restric�ons he can no longer travel there, and tries 

to do this from a distance by phone. Thank the Lord for their rela�onship and pray for such mentorships. 

Evangelist S’s son Bashar visited his father’s place of ministry for the first �me this spring. (He is one of the MBB stu-

dents benefi<ng from the MBB support fund).  We talked with him about not looking down on villagers who had not 

had the opportunity for educa�on, etc. that he has had and prayed that he would adjust well to village life and be a 

blessing there. In response he used the opportunity to bless village children by teaching what he knows. Thank the 

Lord with us! 
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In April we told you of the escape of Family B and asked you to pray for six-year-old Li>le B. Thank the Lord for relief 

from pain. His ear infec�on has pre>y well healed, but he is s�ll deaf. To complicate ma>ers, he is the son of the first 

wife (who did not follow the family) and the second wife does not treat him as her child, withholding food and other 

abusive behavior. The poor boy doesn’t know what is going on. The discipler is trying to work with her, teaching her 

about loving children because of Christ’s love. Pray with us that the discipler will be able to find someone to teach 

sign language to the whole family so that Li>le B too can learn loving security. 

 

Two more of our MBB children have finished secondary school and excelled in the first of three na�onal exams they 

have to write. Thank the Lord for them! Our oldest who is now in University wrote us about loving his fellow students 

through tutoring, and how the M students are amazed that he includes them. He says this is one way he can pass on 

the love that he has experienced. Thank the Lord for him too! 

 

Thank you for your generous support of MBBs and their children. Please con�nue to pray for them and for 

all who are involved in working with them. 

 

 Thank  you for your prayers for the Ajami project. We are wai�ng for the cover design, etc. and praying that it will 

soon be ready to send for prin�ng. Pray that the Lord will prepare hearts to read and listen to his Spirit, that their 

lives will be enriched by finding new meaning in every part of life because Christ has travelled the distance to bring 

the newness of his kingdom here. 

 

         In Christ’s love, 

 

         Andy and Linda  

 

 To con�nue to support the MBB fund, send to Resonate Global Mission, and in the memo line be sure to write "Fund Code 806032 

Muslim Background Believers."  (Canadian Office Address: 3475 Mainway, PO Box 5070, STN LCD 1 Burlington, ON L7R 3Y8 . US Office Ad-

dress:  Resonate Global Mission, 1700 - 28th St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49508-1407).                 

  

We felt the distance between us in an acute way last month. Young MBB AMJ was forced to live at a distance from his 

M family because he wanted to follow Jesus. He became a shining example for his peers—never wavered in his faith, 

studied hard, etc. Andy had helped him with a keke so he could earn money transpor�ng people. AMJ managed well, 

and paid his way through university. But this month we received the sad news that he passed away from hepa��s. 

AMJ’s Baptism First Scripture text  in his language, C’lela. Getting a feel for a keke. 


